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AMERICAN PRINCIPLES, DEEDS, AND IDEALS

One of the requirements for this class is to complete a semester research project, exploring a significant principle, deed, or ideal of the American past that was part of the development of Protestantism, capitalism, or democracy in American history.

DEFINITIONS
PRINCIPLE: a fundamental truth or proposition that serves as the foundation for a system of belief or behavior. Democracy is a set of principles and practices that protect human freedom. See http://www.america.gov/publications/books/principles-of-democracy.html 
DEED: a brave, illustrious, or noteworthy achievement. Aiding homeless people is a good deed. See http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=937158. 
IDEAL: a standard of perfection or excellence. To be of service to others is an American ideal. See http://online-history.org/std-docs/American-Ideals-and-Weaknesses-1915.pdf. 
PROTESTANTISM: the theological system of any of the churches of western Christendom that separated from the Roman Catholic Church during the 16th century Reformation; Protestant denominations deny the universal authority of the Pope and affirm the Reformation principles of justification by faith alone, the priesthood of all believers, and the primacy of the Bible as the only source of revealed truth.  Protestantism rejects attempts to tie revelation to earthly institutions. See http://www.dwilliamso.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk/protestantism.htm.
CAPITALISM: an economic system characterized by private ownership of the means of production, privately-controlled investments, and free market determination of prices, production, and distribution of goods. Capitalism is sometimes resisted in lesser developed countries because poverty and corruption often prevent it from working properly. See http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/GLOSSARY/CAPITAL.HTM and http://www.natcap.org/.
DEMOCRACY:  a form of government in which supreme power is vested in the people and exercised directly by them or by their elected agents under a free electoral system. Universal human rights and freedoms constitute the essence of democracy. See http://www.icpd.org/democracy/index.htm and  http://www.journalofdemocracy.org/.
