Why study History? 
Name: ____________________________________________ Class: _________________
There are many different reasons to study history, as it is a fantastic combination of all the other school subjects. There are many arguments over the importance of history, and these still go on today.

In brief, the major arguments for studying history are as follows:

	
	History helps you discover how your world evolved.

	
	History helps you develop the skills to look beyond the headlines, to ask questions properly, and to express your own opinions.

	
	History trains your mind and teaches you how to think and process information.

	
	History students are well-rounded individuals who develop an understanding of both past and present.

	
	The pursuit of historical events and people is fun - a form of time travel.

	
	History helps you make sense of most other subjects.

	
	A lack of historical knowledge prevents people from truly understanding the world they live in.

	
	History helps you understand human nature and the origins of modern political and social problems.

	
	History makes you appreciate that people in the past were not just "good" or "bad," but motivated in complex and inconsistent ways, just like us.

	
	History provides you with the skills employers are looking for.
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1. How important are each of these arguments to you personally? See if you can prioritize them by placing numbers in the boxes before each argument. There are 10 agruments.
2. Are there arguments that are not on the list that should be added? If so what are they? Where do they fit into the list in terms of priorities (i.e., high, low, somewhere in between)?
3. What have you liked most about your study of history in the past?







4. What can you do to put what you liked best to your advantage this semester?







5. What have you liked least about your study of history in the past?







6. What can you do to insure that what you liked least doesn't bother you so much this semester?
