	ISSUES DIVIDING THE NATION

	PUBLIC LAND POLICY

· Should lands be offered to settlers at a low price or a high one?

· Should they be opened to settlement rapidly or slowly?

· Should squatters, who occupied lands before they were opened for sale, have any rights to the lands they farmed?

A PROTECTIVE TARIFF

· Should there be high tariffs to protect United States industries?

· Or should there be a low tariff which would allow foreign goods to come in cheaply in exchange for American agricultural products?
	INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS

· Should the federal government spend money to build roads and canals, or at least help states and private companies to build them?

SLAVERY EXPANSION

· Should the territories be closed to slavery on the model of the Northwest ordinance?

· Or should slave owners have the right to take slaves with them into the territories just as they might take cattle or horses?


	NORTHWEST
Independent Farmers

· Public Land Policy: Favored cheap land, rapid settlement, squatters’ rights
· Protective Tariff: Favored
· To increase markets (NW & NE)

· To encourage manufacturing

· To build roads and canals
· Internal Improvements: Favored (would tie NW to NE)
· Slavery Expansion: Opposed (NW should remain free)
	NORTHEAST

Manufacturers, Laborers, Farmers

· Public Land Policy: Opposed

· Manufacturers could lose labor supply

· Farmers would have competition in NW

· Protective Tariff: Favored (would support infant industries in NE)
· Internal Improvements: Favored (would keep tariff high)

· Slavery Expansion: Opposed (immoral)

	SOUTH

Large Plantation Owners, Small Planters, Farmers

· Public Land Policy: Divided

· Large planters favored rapid settlement

· Small planters opposed squatters’ rights

· Protective Tariff: Opposed (no benefits)

· Internal Improvements: Opposed (to keep tariff low)

· Slavery Expansion: Favored ( to support the southern way of life)


