MAJOR THEMES IN AMERICAN HISTORY:

PROTESTANTISM, CAPITALISM, AND DEMOCRACY
Protestantism
	17th – 18th Centuries
	19th Century
	20th Century

	· Native American Religion in Early America
Compare Native American and European religions in order to study how they interacted in early America.
· Puritanism and Predestination
Why would anyone believe the doctrine of predestination when it seems totally unfair?

· The Legacy of Puritanism
Do various elements of Puritanism persist in our culture and society today?

· Witchcraft in Salem Village
Probably the single most intensively studied event in colonial North American history.

· Religious Pluralism in the Middle Colonies
What made for the religious tolerance that we credit to the colonies of New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware?

· The Church of England in Early America
Anglican churches spread along the length of the Atlantic seaboard with the largest concentration in the coastal South.
	· The First Great Awakening
What caused this powerful surge of religious zeal? Are we having a Great Awakening now?

· Religion, Women, and the Family in Early America 
Religion shaped how men and women imagined themselves, related to their spouses, and raised their children.

· Religion and the American Revolution
Only by understanding the religious situation of the colonists can we understand why they fought the British.

· Deism and the Founding of the United States
Deists insisted that religious truth should be subject to the authority of human reason rather than divine revelation.

· Church and State in British North America
The founders of most colonies in British North America set up religious establishments.

· Separation of Church and State from the American Revolution to the Early Republic 
“…no man shall be compelled to frequent or support any religious worship, place, or ministry whatsoever…”

	· Mormonism and the American Mainstream
Mormons, like the Shakers and the Amish, set themselves up as a people apart from the mainstream.

· The Religious Origins of Manifest Destiny
“Manifest Destiny” became first and foremost a call and justification for an American form of imperialism.

· Evangelicalism, Revivalism, and the Second Great Awakening
Going beyond Calvinism, Evangelicals believed in the capacity of humans for moral action.

· Evangelicalism as a Social Movement
Evangelicalism was the religious counterpart of Jacksonian democracy.

· Religion in the Civil War: The Northern Side
Northern Protestants saw Union victory as critical to realizing America's God-given role in the world.

· Religion in the Civil War: The Southern Perspective
From the southern perspective, the individual state was sovereign and the “peculiar institution” of slavery was ordained by God and upheld in Holy Scripture.
	· Religious Liberalism & the Modern Crisis of Faith
Describes America's movement into the twentieth century, and the Progressive response to social changes, by exploring the reaction against evangelicalism.

· The Rise of Fundamentalism
Continues the story of early-twentieth-century religious change with the reaction against the forces that created religious liberalism.
· The Social Gospel and the Progressive Era

· The Scopes Trial
In July of 1925 Fundamentalists got their noses rubbed in the Tennessee dirt. Or did they?

· Religion in Post-World War II America
Obtain the flavor of the religious diversity in America at century's end as spiritual seekers, "foreign" religions, and battles over religion in the public square become more common.

· The Christian Right
An overview of the Christian Right—its historical background, social worldview, and political goals and leadership since the 1970s.



Capitalism

	17th –19th Centuries 
	20th – 21st Centuries

	· Capitalism in America: An Overview
The story of capitalism involves a system of private ownership of the means of production, a social class structure of private owners and free wage-earners, and the production of commodities for sale.

· It Came in the First Ships: Capitalism in America
In the early years, Americans' ravenous appetite for land was born of European deprivation confronting New World opportunity.

· Indian America
Indian America was a communal society based on sharing and kinship which non-Natives converted into a plunder society.

· Colonial Economy
The formerly Indian-owned land served as capital in colonial America. Land-ownership was highly concentrated and became the basis for wealthy domination of political office.



	· Two Working Classes 1790-1865
On the eve of the Civil War two working classes had developed: one African American and enslaved, the other white and free. 

· Rise of the Capitalist Class 1790-1865
By 1860, capitalism in the United States was well on its way toward institutionalization through financial and legal measures, political dominance, and social cohesion of the capitalist.

· Standards of Living Under Capitalism 1790-1865
Standards of living are examined in three sectors: the world of work, home conditions, and biological standard of living.

· Capitalism Dominant 1865-1920
By the turn of the century, a few large firms exercised market control in selected industries: anthracite coal mining, meatpacking, iron and steel, oil refining, and sugar refining, among others.

· Class Warfare from Above 1865-1920
To keep workers from organizing, employers developed a capitalist class strategy of encouraging racial and ethnic conflict, both in the South and North. 

	· The Testing of American Capitalism 1920-1945
American capitalism underwent three tests between 1920 and 1945: prosperity, the Great Depression, and World War II.

· The Fading Triumphs of American Capitalism 1945-2000
Between 1973 and 1996, real family income rose by only 0.3 percent per year – a drop of over 90 percent from 1949-1973.

· Human Costs of American Capitalism 1945-2000
Wealth in America is highly concentrated with the top fifth of adults owning over 70 percent of the entire wealth of the country. 

· The Rise of Advertisement and American Consumer Culture
From the increasingly industrialized and urbanized American landscape, a unique phenomenon in marketing was born and the concept of modern advertising emerged in American society.

· I'd Like to Buy the World a Coke: Advertising in America 
The Coca Cola Company was one of the first companies in America to catch the vision of advertising--a means of telling the world that you have a quality product--delicious and refreshing.

	· A short history of capitalism's rise and fall
The history of capitalism has been defined by long periods of growth, followed by convulsions induced mainly by financial crisis.
· Capitalism in America: Conclusions
Through the centuries, racism, violence, and exploitation have characterized American capitalism.

· Are Profits Hurting Capitalism?
To show short-term profits, businesses have been neglecting to invest both in their own and in the economy’s future growth.

· Capitalism Hits the Fan
Explains why today’s global economic meltdown is no mere financial crisis. It engulfs households, enterprises, and the government. It is a crisis of capitalism and not merely of finance.


· American capitalism 6.0: The search for a new model
The form of capitalism the U.S. has pursued for three decades has been discredited. What's next?


Democracy

	17th –19th Centuries 
	20th – 21st Centuries

	· History of Democracy
Traces the origins and development of democracy in the Western world.

· Contributions of the West to American Democracy
Frederick Jackson Turner’s frontier thesis: American democracy is fundamentally the outcome of the experiences of the American people in dealing with the West.
	
	· American Democracy in Trouble
Concludes that the greatest source of hope for reestablishing a vigorous and accessible marketplace for ideas is the Internet.

· 
	· How Capitalism Destroyed American Democracy: Pt 1
Argues that any appearance of democracy in North America has been nullified and undermined by the twin capitalist idols of growth and consumption. 

· How Capitalism Destroyed American Democracy: Pt 2
Contends that Americans do not live in a democracy but in a plutocracy.

· How Capitalism Destroyed American Democracy: Pt 3
Concludes that neither political party represents the ordinary American anymore and that the time has come to rise up and take this country back.

· Afghanistan, the Environment and Corporate Control of the Political Process
Points out that the voices of millions of individual Americans, acting out of concern for their government, can through a collective voice outweigh the tremendous influence of corporations.

· Texas Conservatives Win Curriculum Change
This social studies curriculum puts a conservative stamp on history, stressing the superiority of American capitalism, questioning the Founding Fathers’ commitment to secular government, and presenting Republican political philosophies in a more positive light.
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