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A NEW WORLD VIEW

Based on our recent discussion of “The Civil War in Perspective,” write a well-organized essay of at least 500 words that includes: (1) an introduction, (2) a body consisting of at least three paragraphs that contain a thesis statement (main idea) and supporting arguments, and (3) a conclusion. Your essay should describe what the “New World View” – the fourth step in the revitalization process we are experiencing today – might look like and what individual, group, or institution might provide the necessary leadership to achieve it. 
The only requirements for your “New World View” are that the economic, social, political, and religious or spiritual institutions that you describe must truly serve the people, promote human dignity and the essentials of life that go with it, and provide opportunities for everyone to reach their highest potential.
Let these authors, who have a glimpse of what will be required, inspire you:
We must adopt an entirely new and different system of economic thought and practice--one based on the principle that human life is the ultimate value to be served in our personal, commercial, and industrial interactions -- Norman Livergood 
I believe that to meet the challenge of the next century, human beings will have to develop a greater sense of universal responsibility. Each of us must learn to work not just for his or her own self, family or nation, but for the benefit of all mankind. – Dalai Lama

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has. – Margaret Mead
Summary of  class discussion:

1. INDIVIDUAL STRESS:  The class identified these causes for personal stress: high prices, the economy, work, deterioration of moral and social values, school, life in general, balancing work with school, ignorance, gas prices, selfishness, shallowness
2. SOCIAL STRESS: The class found that these institutions were failing them:  family (not teaching values or morals), schools (students ill-prepared, schools not revealing truth about world), churches (not serving spiritual needs of people, mega-churches asking for money, commercialized), businesses (corporate greed, corrupt, out of control, pay lobbyists to secure self-serving legislation, influence elections, take government money, pay executives big bonuses, disrespect employees), government (deregulation ( business out of control, tax cuts for rich, wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, excessive spending, large deficits,  legislators cave in to lobbyists, serve corporate interests instead of people), political parties (self-serving, not working together, at loggerheads over important issues, can’t move forward, main concern is power and getting reelected, not doing what’s right for the people) 
3.  NATIVIST OR TRADITIONALIST MOVEMENT: The class identified these nativist/traditionalist tendencies in our society today: Tea Party movement (disruptive, want smaller government, lower taxes, no income tax, cuts to  spending, repeal health care legislation, insure gun rights, eliminate social programs, privatize social security and Medicare,  focus on individual freedom,  personal responsibility, conservative social values, pro-choice, against the repeal of “Don’t ask, don’t tell,” anti-immigrant, sometimes racist, disrespectful of ethnic minorities), anti-feminists, homophobic individuals and groups, anti-immigrant goups
4. NEW WORLD VIEW
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Here are some references to stimulate your thinking:
Tea Party Lights Fuse for Rebellion on Right
Social Leadership: A Fresh Vision for Old Problems
The Venus Project: Beyond Politics, Poverty, and War
The Zeitgeist Movement: Envisioning A Sustainable Future
