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Therriseof a
consumer-oriented
economy and of
mass entertainment
was the most
obvious sign of
change, which
helped to bring
about a "revolution
inmorals and
manners.” Sexual
mores, gender roles,
hair styles, and dress
all changed
profoundly during
the 1920s. Many
Americans regarded
these changes as
liberation from the
country's Victorian
past.
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But for others,
morals seemed to
be decaying, and
the United States
seemed tobe
changingin
undesirable ways.
The result was a
thinly veiled
"cultural civil war:
Why? During.
periods of social
and economic
dislocation,
societies have a
tendency to fall
back on traditional
valuesandto
eliminate alien
influences.
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Coping with Modernity: �America in the 1920s








