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	United States History 2013 From 1877 to Present
Dr. Edrene S. McKay  (  Website: Online-history.org  (  (479) 855-6836  ( Email: EdreneMcKay@cox.net 

	SYLLABUS – SPRING 2010
CRN: 21831 (Bentonville) and 22349 (Gentry)


Course Description: A survey of United States development from 1877 to the present. Emphasis is on the economic, social, political, cultural, and religious contributions of the United States to the modern world. 
RATIONALE: Why study history? It is an important part of a liberal education (see below), it teaches us that human actions have consequences, and it helps us to develop the skills necessary to meet the challenges of the 21st century. Peter Stearns lists these specific reasons for studying history in his essay "Why Study History?"

· History helps us to understand people, societies, and change – and how the society we live in came to be. 

· History offers perspective on human life and society, contributes to moral understanding, and illuminates personal and national identities.
· History lays the foundation for genuine citizenship by providing data about national institutions, problems, and values; evidence about how nations have interacted with other societies; and understanding about changes that currently affect the lives of citizens. 

· History encourages habits of mind that are vital for responsible public behavior, whether as a national or community leader, an informed voter, a petitioner, or a simple observer.
· History increases the ability to assess evidence, conflicting interpretations, and past examples of change.
· History helps create good business people, professionals, and political leaders by developing research skills, the ability to find and evaluate sources of information, and the means to identify and evaluate diverse interpretations.

What is Liberal Education? Liberal Education is an approach to learning that empowers individuals and prepares them to deal with complexity, diversity, and change. It provides students with broad knowledge of the wider world (e.g., science, culture, and society) as well as in-depth study in a specific area of interest. A liberal education helps students develop a sense of social responsibility, as well as strong and transferable intellectual and practical skills such as communication, analytical and problem-solving skills, and a demonstrated ability to apply knowledge and skills in real-world settings. — American Association of Colleges and Universities
METHODS OF INSTRUCTION: A variety of instructional methods — including readings, audio-visual presentations, and discussion — will be used to achieve the objectives of the course. 
Resources: 
· Text: Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty! An American History, Vol. 2, 2nd Edition. 

· Course Documents: Available at my website: http://online-history.org 
· Library Resources: Accessible on campus or through My NWACC Connection.
· Blackboard: Where you will submit assignments and receive grade reports: Accessible through My NWACC Connection.
· Office Hours: 1478D by appointment or call (479) 855-6836 any day between 10:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m.
You will be building your knowledge of history, seeking enlightenment, and developing insights from multiple resources through reading, reflection, discussion, and group interaction.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
· To attend all class meetings and give lectures, presentations, and class discussions your full attention.
· To complete required reading assignments, reading with a purpose, and focusing on thesis, supporting arguments, and critical thinking skills.
· To come to class prepared to make a valuable contribution to each discussion.
· To complete required writing assignments – including discussions and essay examinations -- using effective analytical and communication skills.
Reading with a Purpose: The reading requirements for this course are challenging, but try not to be intimidated by them. There's a technique you can use to guide your reading. I’ll always point out the most important sections of the text, tell you what to look for when you read, and include more focused supplementary readings. You may skim over the rest. Beyond that, remember that you're looking for answers to questions about the past proposed by the questions in the syllabus, not just aimlessly trying to absorb everything. 

When you find something relevant, stop and think about it so it sinks in. Look at it from a number of different perspectives, see what the implications are, how does it relate to what you already know? If you want to read more, by all means do so. You will find that this textbook provides a worthwhile reading experience. It's concise, to the point, focuses on the essentials, and won't waste your time with unnecessary details. But remember, we're not building a gigantic database of facts, but trying to discover a few pearls of wisdom. We're looking for insights (sudden realizations, epiphanies, aha experiences, light bulb moments). Read with a purpose in mind and add your reflections to what you've read. In other words, read less and think more. That's part of the formula for success in this course.

Course Objectives

1.   To explore the major themes and trends of United States history, to discover how individuals have exercised leadership and served as agents of constructive change, and to learn from the successes and failures of others. 

2.   To understand the approach to history defined by Will and Ariel Durant in The Lessons of History (1968): "Obviously historiography [writing history] cannot be a science. It can only be an industry, an art, and a philosophy—an industry by ferreting out the facts, an art by establishing a meaningful order in the chaos of materials, a philosophy by seeking perspective and enlightenment."

3.   To develop a working knowledge of the processes required to understand the past, to engage in the discovery, analysis, interpretation, and communication of historical evidence (the various aspects of the historian's craft), and to build that bridge that links past and present history together.
4.   To develop the critical thinking skills and lifelong learning skills needed to meet the challenges of the 21st century, especially the ability to separate fiction, fantasy, and falsehood from substantiated truth.

5.   To share ideas, insights, and discoveries with others using effective oral and written communication skills.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
1. Through an examination of post Civil War Reconstruction, the student will identify the successes and failures of the Reconstruction period.

2. By observing the impact of industrialization on the American economy and society, the student will describe the impact of industrial growth on immigrant groups, urban life, and perceptions toward industrialists and unions.

3. By investigating reform movements after the Civil War, the student will analyze the arguments made by farmers, resulting in the Populist Party, as well as by urban reformers, resulting in the progressive movement.

4. Through an examination of the economic, social, and military affects of United States imperialism, the student will identify America’s views toward other nations and theirs to us at the end of the nineteenth century.

5. By examining how World War I affected the United States, the student will identify the major causes of World War II, America’s involvement in, and influence on the result.

6. By examining the post war years, the student will assess how inventions and consumerism influenced daily life.

7. By investigating the impact of the Great Depression on the United States, the student will identify the major causes of the Depression and its social effects; and the purposes and effectiveness of the New Deal.

8. By examining the factors that lead to militarism and aggression in the world, the student will describe the causes of World War II and identify America’s shift from isolationism to intervention.

9. By examining how the rules and weapons of war changed during World War II, the student will summarize how technology affected the outcome and introduced America to the atomic age.

10. By examining the postwar goals and actions of the United States and the Soviet Union throughout the world, the student will explain America’s domestic and international position in the Cold War by identifying McCarthyism at home, and by comparing and contrasting American goals in Korea, Cuba, and Vietnam.
11. By examining the domestic policies of Lyndon Johnson, the student will identify the successes and failures of “The Great Society” and “The War on Poverty.” 
12. Through an examination of Americans’ reactions to Vietnam and Watergate, the student will identify their impact on citizen attitudes toward government.
13. By examining the civil rights era, the student will explain the causes and consequences of legislation and court decisions, and what role they have in American life.

14. By examining the economic and political changes in contemporary America, the student will explain historians’ views of the success and failures of the Reagan, Bush, and Clinton administrations.
Weekly chapter objectives are outlined in the course calendar below.

Policies

Communications Policy: To facilitate communication with your instructor, please use the email address designated for this class EdreneMcKay@cox.net  and be sure to sign your name.

Attendance Policy: Everyone is allowed two absences without penalty. However, absences should be reserved for emergencies (serious illness, severe weather, transportation difficulties, family crises, etc.). Medical and dental appointments, as well as extracurricular activities, should be scheduled at times that do not interfere with class meetings. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to contact another member of the class to find out what you missed and to be prepared for the next class. Please exchange contact information with one or more members of the class the first week of class, so that you are prepared for emergencies. 
Participation Policy: Students are expected to be courteous during lectures and class discussions, to have respect for their fellow classmates, and to engage fully in all classroom activities. To eliminate distractions, all electronic equipment (computers, cell phones) should be turned off before class begins. Learning is a partnership between you, your fellow classmates, and your instructor. You can do your part by giving the class your full attention and exhibiting the college-level traits of curiosity, serious-mindedness, and appreciation for learning. 

Your grade for participation will be tied to (1) attendance and (2) discussion contributions. The number of points available to you will be based on the following scale:
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0

0

0
0
0
Highest Possible Course Grade Available

A

B

C

D

For example, a student who has been absent three times can earn up to 400 points for participation. If discussion contributions have been good, the overall grade for participation will be 340 points (or 85% of 400). However, if a student has had seven or more absences, even if discussion contributions have been excellent, the overall grade for participation will be zero.

Essays: Three short essays are due each week and must be posted to your Blackboard journal before the class period during which they will be discussed begins:


· Grasping the Basic Facts are due before class on Monday. 
· Developing Insights are due before class on Wednesday
· Making Connections are due before class on Friday. 
All journal entries should be thoughtful, well-written, substantive, reasonable in length (a minimum of 200 words), supported by accurate facts, and clear and original in expression. 
Essays not posted by the deadline cannot be made up.
Plagiarism: Plagiarism (presenting the ideas or expressions of others as your own without giving them credit) is a serious academic and professional offense. When conducting research and incorporating the work of others into your own work, you must cite the sources of quotes, paraphrases, summaries, and ideas that are not your own. If your work is plagiarized, you will not be given credit for the assignment.

Deadlines: Essays and examinations must be posted to Blackboard by the deadlines specified. Late essays will not be accepted. They prepare you for classroom discussions with your classmates and once the topic has been discussed there is no way to recreate that experience. Examinations will not be accepted after the deadline unless there is a serious emergency. In that case, students must request an extension in advance of the deadline.
Grievance Procedure: The Social Science Department follows our NWACC Student Handbook regarding the proper steps should a grievance occur between fellow students, or a student and the instructor. The first step in any grievance is to bring the complaint to the attention of the instructor. If the issue is not satisfactorily resolved, the student (and/or instructor) should then contact the instructor’s departmental chair Greg Kiser (gkiser@nwacc.edu). 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: If any member of the class has a documented disability and needs special accommodations, I will work with that student and the administration to ensure that the student has a fair opportunity to perform well in the class.

ABOUT ME 

In case you're wondering, “Edrene” is a combination of “Edward” and “Irene,” my parents’ names. Here are a few things you might want to know about me: 

· I teach United States History, World Civilizations, and Contemporary History. 

· My Ph.D. is from the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville, and my specialty is late 19th and early 20th century United States history, although in recent years my focus has been on global history from 1945 to present. 

· I teach both online and onsite classes and I enjoy doing both. 

· I created a history detective series for kids entitled “From the Stone Age to the Information Age.” 
· I am a faculty advisor for a student organization called OMNI-NWACC. It is a chapter of the OMNI Center for Peace, Justice, and Ecology in Fayetteville, and there is a chapter at the University of Arkansas as well  

The organization was created for educational purposes:  


· To provide opportunities for the campus and community to address issues related to peace, justice, and ecology (including environmental protection and sustainability).

· To envision and to inspire creation of a world dominated by a culture of peace.

· To enable, empower, and energize the campus and community to help bring about constructive change in these areas. 

Philosophy of Education 

My philosophy of education involves these principles:

· Equality: I regard everyone in the classroom as equal. Each person, regardless of background, education, or expertise, can make a unique and valuable contribution to the class based on personal experiences, aptitudes, and perspectives.  

· Diversity: I think diversity is essential to learning. It gives us an opportunity to experience a variety of views and perspectives and to interact and be challenged by other’s thoughts and ideas.
· Respect: I affirm the dignity, worth, and potential of every person in the classroom. By respecting another's views, even if they are distasteful to us, we challenge our own assumptions, broaden our personal perspective, learn to make value judgments, and develop the ability to think independently. 

· Leadership: I believe that even ordinary citizens can serve as agents of constructive change. Conventional wisdom says that if you want to play a significant role in history, you have to do something big. But it is small acts of leadership – refusing to move to the back of the bus, circulating a petition, organizing a strike – that eventually move mountains. Small acts of leadership, not big heroic acts, performed by like-minded people ultimately add up. Small acts of leadership slowly and effectively bring about constructive change. 

Student Success
My concept of student success is summarized by this story:
Once there were three bricklayers. Each one of them was asked what they were doing.
· The first man answered gruffly, “I'm laying bricks.” 

· The second man replied sarcastically, “I'm making $12.50 an hour.” 

· But the third man said enthusiastically and with pride, “I'm building a cathedral.” 
--First told by Sir Christopher Wren (the famous architect who built St. Paul’s Cathedral in London) 

In this history class:
· The first student is “taking a class.” 

· The second student is “earning a grade.” 

· But the third student is “getting a worthwhile, liberal education." 
According to Catherine Pulsifer (a motivational speaker), this story reveals two secrets of success:
· Attitude: “Your attitude towards whatever you are doing determines your ultimate level of success."  

· Grasping the Big Picture: “Being able to see the end result, rather than just the task, eliminates obstacles, focuses your energy, and provides motivation to excel.” 

My hope is that all of you will build a cathedral in the coming months.




Evaluation COMPONENTS
	Assignment
	Number
	Value of Each
	Total Value
	Percent of Grade

	Worksheets
	3
	20
	60
	3.75%

	Discussions

· Grasping the Basic Facts
	14
	20
	280
	52.50%

	· Developing Insights
	14
	20
	280
	

	· Making Connections
	14
	20
	280
	

	Examinations

Examinations will be of the essay variety and open book. They will be graded on the basis of content (80%), presentation (10%), and mechanics (10%). The final examination (100-pts) will be comprehensive.
	2
	100
	200
	12.50%

	Participation 
	
	
	500
	31.25%

	
	
	
	1600
	100%


	Grades: Please understand that grades are not a measure of your worth or potential as a student or my estimation of you as a person. Instead, they are my professional assessment of your performance on a given assignment.  

I will use the following scale as a foundation for my evaluation of your accomplishments at the end of the semester. However, in the end, the final grades I assign are less a strict expression of the numeric points you accumulated during the semester and more an assessment of the overall quality of your performance in the class. Can you demonstrate knowledge of the major themes and trends of World Civilizations? Have you mastered the intellectual habits of mind required by a college level history class? Can you make valid comparisons, point out similarities and differences, and identify cause and effect? Are you able to see patterns and make connections? Are you able to use the tools of the historian (discovery, analysis, interpretation, and communication) in your research and writing? Are you able to derive more than facts from your study of history? Does it leave you with insights and the capacity to make enlightened decisions about the future? Although I will never give you a final grade lower than the points you have earned, if you start out slow but gain momentum during the semester and finish strong, rest assured that I will assign you a higher grade. 



	Points
	Letter Grade

	1600
	1440
	A

	1439
	1280
	B

	1279
	1120
	C

	1119
	960
	D

	
	
	


COURSE CALENDAR

WEEK 1 – January 20-22, 2010 (Wednesday and Friday)
 (If the links below are not functional, you will find the necessary documents at http://online-history.org)


	PTS
	TOPICS/LEARNING RESOURCES/ASSIGNMENTS

	0
	COURSE INTRODUCTION
Objective: After examining the scope of the course, the student will develop personal course objectives, evaluate the textbook, and develop strategies for creating a transformational learning experience during the semester.
Preparation: Review the syllabus and schedule of assignments and complete the following worksheets:

· Skills Analysis Worksheet (this need not be turned in)
· Personal Course Objectives
· Textbook Evaluation
· Transformational Learning Experiences
NOTE: These three assignments are all due before class on FRIDAY:

	20
	Grasping the Basic Facts: 
Copy and paste your Personal Course Objectives into a Journal Entry in Blackboard.

	20
	Developing Insights: 
Copy and paste your response to Transformational Learning Experiences into a Journal Entry in Blackboard.

	20
	Making Connections: 
Copy and paste your Textbook Evaluation into a Journal Entry in Blackboard.

	60
	TOTAL


WEEK 2 – January 25-29, 2010 
(If the links below are not functional, you will find the necessary documents at http://online-history.org)
	PTS
	TOPICS/LEARNING RESOURCES/ASSIGNMENTS

	0
	INTRODUCTION TO HISTORICAL STUDY AND RESEARCH

Objective: After exploring history as an academic discipline, the student will identify primary and secondary sources, describe the processes that historians use to understand the past , and explain why social and political leaders as well as ordinary citizens should study history.

Online Resources:  Read or view the following course documents:
· History as an Academic Discipline
· Why Study History?
· PPT: A Crossroads in History

	20
	Grasping the Basic Facts:
Respond to ONE of the following questions in a Journal Entry in Blackboard before class on Monday:*
1. Primary and Secondary Sources: What is a primary source? What is a secondary source? How are you able to tell the difference? Is one more reliable than the other or do they each serve different purposes?
2. The Role of the Historian: The American Historical Association defines history as “the never-ending process whereby people seek to understand the past and its meaning.” What is the special role of the historian in understanding the past? Describe the processes that historians use (i.e., discovery, analysis, interpretation, and communication) to develop an understanding of the past. 

3. Why study History? Why should social leaders and ordinary citizens study history? What knowledge and skills do we develop from studying the past? Why does this have practical value? 

	20
	Developing Insights: 
Respond to the following question in a Journal Entry in Blackboard before class on Wednesday:*
What evidence do you find in the American Historical Association's "Standards of Professional Conduct" that shows that professional historians are committed to high standards of professional conduct? Since you are not a professional historian, what questions should you ask to help you decide if what you read or see on TV about history is accurate (i.e., reliable, credible, and objective)? 

	20
	Making Connections: 
Respond to the following question in a Journal Entry in Blackboard before class on Friday:*
Locate a primary source on a current event that interests you. Now find a secondary source that helps to explain the primary source. What type of information (e.g., facts, attitude, interpretation, social commentary) does each of these sources provide? Which source do you find most helpful in understanding what actually happened? Which source do you find most interesting? If someone only had time to read one of these sources, which would you recommend? Be sure to post the two URLs so that we can compare them too.

	60
	TOTAL


*Unless otherwise noted, these detailed instructions relating to Journal Entries and deadlines are the same for Weeks 2-15 and will not be repeated in the Course Calendar. They will, however, be repeated in Blackboard.

WEEK 3 –February 1-5, 2010
(If the links below are not functional, you will find the necessary documents at http://online-history.org)
	PTS
	TOPICS/LEARNING RESOURCES/ASSIGNMENTS

	
	LABOR DAY

	0
	A. THE EMERGENCE OF MODERN AMERICA

1. INDUSTRIALIZATION
Objective: After observing the effects of industrialization on American society, the student will describe the impact of industrial growth on the families of businessmen, factory workers, farmers, and immigrant groups.
Textbook: Read the following sections:

Foner, Chapter 16: America’s Gilded Age, 1870-1890
· Skim the chapter for the context of the industrial revolution.

· Read pp. 579-596  more carefully.
Online Resources: Read or view the following course documents:
· PPT: The Rise of Big Business
· PPT: Conspicuous Consumption
· PPT: The Organization of Labor
· Horatio Alger’s American Fable
· Social Darwinism
· Andrew Carnegie’s Gospel of Wealth

	20
	Grasping the Basic Facts:
1. US as World Industrial Leader: Describe how various factors (raw materials, labor supply, technology, business organization, growing markets, and friendly governments) combined to make the United States a worldwide industrial leader. 

2. Industrial Capitalism: Summarize the successes and failures of industrial capitalism in terms of its impact on late 19th century society. Who did industrial capitalism serve? Who did it exploit?
3. Reactions to New Economic Order: Explain how American workers, farmers, and immigrants reacted to the physical and psychological realities of the new economic order.


	20
	Developing Insights: 
Explain the various ways reformers and social scientists devised to make society understand that there are inequalities in the distribution of wealth associated with industrialization. How did the myth of the self-made man (i.e., the Horatio Alger myth), Social Darwinism’s concept of the survival of the fittest, and the Andrew Carnegie’s Gospel of Wealth provide justification for the inequalities of the new industrial economy? Are these justifications still prevalent today?

	20
	Making Connections: 
An analyst recently reported: “At the turn of the 21st century, the capitalist world economy is in crisis. The direction of the system is not clear. Structural limitations on the process of endless accumulation of capital are creating a chaotic situation. A new order will emerge out of this chaos over a period of fifty years.” Using current news reports and commentary, consider what the characteristics of this new economy will be like. Will the American dream mean the pursuit of material prosperity, elevation of the working poor to a higher standard of living, greater emphasis on living a simpler, more fulfilling life, or something else?

	60
	TOTAL


WEEK 4 – February 8-12, 2010
(If the links below are not functional, you will find the necessary documents at http://online-history.org)


	PTS
	TOPICS/LEARNING RESOURCES/ASSIGNMENTS

	0
	2. URBANIZATION and IMMIGRATION
Objective: After examining the aftermath of urban growth, the student will describe the allure of the city to native-born Americans and immigrants, the difficulties of urban life, and the ways in which immigrants, city governments, political machines, and reform groups responded to the challenges of city life. 
Textbook: Read the following sections:

Foner, Chapter 18: The Progressive Era (sections relating to urban life and immigration)
· Skim the chapter for the context of urban life and immigration.

· Read pp. 637-650 more carefully.

Online Resources: Read or view the following course documents:
· PPT:  The Challenges of Urbanization 
· PPT: New Immigrants 
· Jacob A. Riis, How the Other Half Lives (1890)

	20
	Grasping the Basic Facts:
1. Cities: What did native-born Americans and immigrants find alluring about the nation's expanding cities? What did they find frightening?

2. Challenges of Life in the City: Describe the challenges of life in the city, including poverty, crime, inadequate housing, and precarious health and safety conditions? 
3. Responses to Challenges: How did immigrants, city governments, political machines, and reform groups respond to the challenges of city life? How successful were they in improving the conditions of city life?

	20
	Developing Insights: 
Examine this photograph of  Mulberry Street which documents the busy street life of New York City’s Lower East Side at the start of the 20th century. Between 1870 and 1915, New York’s population more than tripled, from 1.5 million to 5 million. In 1900, when this photo was taken, foreign-born immigrants and their children constituted a staggering 76 percent of the city’s population. Beginning in the 1890s, Mulberry Street was dominated by immigrants from Italy. Study the picture carefully and make a list of characteristics that describe life in New York City’s “Little Italy.” Why did immigrants cluster together in ethnic neighborhoods like this?

	20
	Making Connections: 
Which of the following statements best describes late 19th century America? (1) “The most conspicuous values of late 19th-century America were a commitment to justice for all and compassion for the problems of others.” (2) “The most conspicuous values of late 19th-century America were competition, personal gain, and indifference to the problems of others.” Using contemporary sources to back up your proposal, write a statement that best describes early 21st century America by completing this sentence: “The most conspicuous values of early 21st century America are…” Explain your response in detail.

	60
	TOTAL


WEEK 5 – February 15-19, 2010
 (If the links below are not functional, you will find the necessary documents at http://online-history.org)


	PTS
	 TOPICS/LEARNING RESOURCES/ASSIGNMENTS

	0
	3. Populism AND PROGRESSIVISM
Objective: After exploring organized efforts to counteract the undesirable effects of industrialization and urbanization, the student will explain the rise of agrarian discontent as manifested in the Granger movement, the Farmers' Alliances, and the Populist Party; analyze the successes and failures of Progressives in achieving reform at the municipal, state, and national levels; and assess the political, social, and economic impact of the Populist and Progressive movements on American society. 
Textbook: Read the following sections:
Foner, Chapter 17: Freedom’s Boundaries, at Home and Abroad (sections relating to populism)
· Skim sections relating to 19th century populism.

· Read pp. 599-608 more carefully.

 Foner, Chapter 18: The Progressive Era (sections relating to progressivism)
· Skim sections relating to progressivism.

· Read pp. 650-677 more carefully.

Online Resources: Read or view the following course documents:
· PPT: Politics in the Gilded Age
· Platform of the Populist Party 1892
·  PPT: The Progressive Era
· Important Examples of Progressive Reforms

	20
	Grasping the Basic Facts: 
1. Populism: How was agrarian discontent manifested in the Granger movement, the Farmers' Alliances, and the Populist Party? What was the Populist platform and how was the Populist movement weakened by the presidential election of 1896?
2. Progressivism: Compare the ideologies, goals, and tactics of the various Progressive groups and analyze their successes and failures in achieving reform at the municipal, state, and national levels.
3. Impact of Populism and Progressivism: Assess the political, social, and economic impact of the Populist and Progressive movements on American society.

	20
	Developing Insights: 
Compare the experiences of struggling farmers in the South and West with those of industrial workers and evaluate the movements they mobilized to address their respective conditions. Why did farmers and industrial workers achieve only limited success?

	20
	Making Connections: 
Compare the views of Theodore Roosevelt (TR), Ronald Reagan, and Barack Obama on the role of government. Using your knowledge of the Gilded Age and the Progressive Era, analyze whether or not Theodore Roosevelt’s view of the role of government was appropriate for his time. Would it have been possible to enact Progressive reforms at the national level if TR had adopted a view similar to Ronald Reagan’s? Do you think that Barack Obama’s view of the role of government is appropriate for the challenges we face today? Or would we be served better by Ronald Reagan’s view?

	60
	TOTAL


WEEK 6 – February 22-26, 2010
(If the links below are not functional, you will find the necessary documents at http://online-history.org)


	PTS
	TOPICS/LEARNING RESOURCES/ASSIGNMENTS

	0
	5. imperialism
Objective: After investigating the economic, social, military, and religious aspects of United States imperialism, the student will analyze why America’s expectations about its role in world affairs changed between 1889 and 1897, describe how the United States became an imperial power after the Spanish American War, and explain why America’s relations with other nations became strained prior to World War I.
Textbook: Read the following sections:
Foner, Chapter 17: Freedom’s Boundaries, at Home and Abroad (sections relating to imperialism)

· Skim sections relating to 19th century imperialism.

· Read pp. 624-636 more carefully.

Online Resources: Read or view the following course documents:
· Imperialism 101
· Two Cheers for Colonialism
· PPT: The Rise of American Imperialism
· Uncle Sam Plants the Flag

	20
	Grasping the Basic Facts: 
1. Motives for Imperialism: Analyze why America’s expectations about its role in world affairs changed between 1889 and 1897. What were the economic, social, military, and religious motives for imperialism?
2. US as Imperial Power: Describe how the United States became an imperial power that owned territories with no prospect for statehood or citizenship. 
3. Strained Relations: Explain  why America’s relations with other nations became strained prior to World War I.

	20
	Developing Insights: 
“The Spanish-American War was a premeditated affair resulting from deliberately calculated schemes on the part of a superior power against weak neighbors." Assess the validity of this statement.

	20
	Making Connections: 
Using contemporary news sources and political commentary compare the role played by the "yellow press" during the Spanish American War with that of television journalism during the Vietnam War and the War in Iraq. What conclusions can you draw about the role of journalism in a democratic capitalistic society?

	60
	TOTAL


WEEK 7– March 1-5, 2010
(If the links below are not functional, you will find the necessary documents at http://online-history.org)


	PTS
	TOPICS/LEARNING RESOURCES/ASSIGNMENTS

	0
	6. world war I and its aftermath
Objective: After examining America’s participation in World War I, the student will explain the major causes of the war, how the Wilson administration conducted the war, and why the United States Senate rejected the Treaty of Versailles.
Textbook: Read the following sections:

Foner, Chapter 19: Safe for Democracy: The United States and World War I, 1916-1920
· Skim the chapter for the context of World War I.
· Read pp. 686-700, 714-718 more carefully.

Online Resources: Read or view the following course documents:
· PPT: European Industrial Revolution Chart
· Origins of World War One 

· PPT: The First World War

	20
	Grasping the Basic Facts: 
1. Causes of World War I: Explain the major causes of World War I and the United States’ gradual involvement in that war. Why did the U.S. decide to abandon its policy of neutrality? In what ways did the government use the Sedition Act and related legislation to suppress criticism?
2. The Conduct of War: How did the Wilson administration finance the war, manage the economy, and encourage public support for the war effort? What effect did the war have on the role of government in American society? 
3. Treaty of Versailles: Why did the United States Senate reject the Treaty of Versailles? What objections did they have to the treaty, especially to the League of Nations? Why was the United States not prepared for peace through collective security?

	20
	Developing Insights: 
Experts advise that any campaign to rally a diverse and divided people around a common cause must draw upon three key elements: (1) material incentives, (2) ideological persuasion, and (3) coercion. Identify and assess how each of these elements figured in America’s wartime mobilization.

	20
	Making Connections: Using contemporary news sources and political commentary compare how Americans responded to propaganda and suppression of dissent during World War I, the Vietnam War, and the War in Iraq.

	100
	MIDTERM

	160
	TOTAL


WEEK 8 – March 8-12, 2010

 (If the links below are not functional, you will find the necessary documents at http://online-history.org)


	PTS
	TOPICS/LEARNING RESOURCES/ASSIGNMENTS

	0
	B. AMERICA IN THE 20TH CENTURY
1. the twenties: CONSERVATISM AND CULTURAL CONFLICT 
Objective: After studying the 1920s, the student will assess how social tensions and consumerism influenced daily life.
Textbook: Read the following sections:

Foner, Chapter 20: From Business Culture to Great Depression: The Twenties
· Skim the chapter for the context of the culture of the 1920s.

· Read pp. 722-729 and 739-746 more carefully.

Online Resources: Read or view the following course documents:
· PPT: Politics in the 1920s 
· Scopes Trial Home Page
· PPT: The Roaring Twenties
· Early Adventures of the Automobile

	20
	Grasping the Basic Facts: 
1. The Economy of the 1920s: To what degree was the decade of the 1920s a prosperous one? Which Americans shared in the prosperity? What role did new technology play in shaping the economy of the 1920s?
2.  Consumer Culture: How did advertising and installment buying contribute to the development of a “consumer culture?”
3. Social Tensions: How did the war influence social tensions in the 1920’s (i.e., the Red Scare, super patriotism, immigration restriction, race riots, lynching, the Ku Klux Klan, the Scopes Trial, and other forms of religious fundamentalism)? What other factors contributed to these developments?

	20
	Developing Insights: 
Describe some of the new inventions of the 1920s and discuss how they changed people’s lives. How did the nation's lasting love affair with the automobile affect American society? 

	20
	Making Connections: 
The Scopes trial brought into direct conflict the forces of traditional rural values and the modernity of the emerging urban society. It seemed to pit science against religion and the city against the country, as the media turned it into a major national event. Using contemporary sources, look for the foundation of today’s conflicts involving evolution, women’s reproductive rights, stem cell research, and illegal immigration. Are traditional, rural, religious values still at odds with modern, urban, scientific thinking? Or are there other reasons for the conflict?

	60
	TOTAL


WEEK 9 – March 15-19, 2010
 (If the links below are not functional, you will find the necessary documents at http://online-history.org)


	PTS
	WEEK 9 TOPICS/LEARNING RESOURCES/ASSIGNMENTS

	0
	2. the thirties: THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND THE NEW DEAL 
Objective: After investigating the impact of the Great Depression on the United States, the student will identify the major causes of the Great Depression; describe its economic and social effects; and evaluate the purposes, political practices, and effectiveness of the New Deal.
Textbook: Read the following sections:

Foner, Chapter 20: From Business Culture to Great Depression: The Twenties
· Skim the chapter for the context of the Great Depression.

· Read pp. 748-755 more carefully.

Foner, Chapter 21: The New Deal, 1932-1940 (read the entire chapter)
Online Resources: Read or view the following course documents:
· PPT: FDR and the New Deal
·  New Deal Programs
· Huey Long, "Share Our Wealth" (1935)
· Father Charles E. Coughlin, "A 3rd Party” (1936)
·  Dr. Francis Townshend, "Townshend Plan"

	20
	Grasping the Basic Facts:
1. Causes of the Great Depression: Identify the major causes of the Great Depression. What were its social effects (i.e., how did it affect the lives of American business men, factory workers, farmers, and their families)?

2. The New Deal: What were the purposes of President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal? What types of programs did the government undertake during the New Deal? Give examples of each. Were these programs effective in solving the problems of the depression? What impact do they have on our lives today?

3. Outcomes of the New Deal: Which of these outcomes would you attribute to the New Deal? (a) an increase in the size and scope of the federal government, (b) greater government responsibility for economic security and social justice, (c) prevention of totalitarianism, (d) an end to the depression. Explain your choices.

	20
	Developing Insights: 
How radical were Huey Long, Father Charles E. Coughlin, and Dr. Francis Townshend and their programs compared to FDR and the New Deal? Did they pose a serious political threat to the New Deal? What legislation did FDR sponsor to neutralize that threat?

	20
	Making Connections:
 Read the following assessments of the New Deal and complete a comparative source analysis using the “Guidelines for Source Analysis”:

· FDR Was a Great Leader, But His Economic Plan Isn't One to Follow
· The "FDR Failed" Myth
As you work on your analysis, try to answer these questions: What can you tell about the authors by looking around their websites? What can you learn by visiting other websites (put the authors’ names in Google and see what you can find)? Do the authors appear to be qualified to write on the subject of the New Deal? What are their credentials? What other articles or books have they written? Do they seem to have particular points of view? Are their interpretations of the New Deal enlightening or misinformed? Are their comparisons of the New Deal to 21st century economic developments truthful, insightful, and appropriate or false, misleading, and biased? Do you consider these essays credible sources? Which do you think is more accurate? Why? 

	60
	TOTAL


Spring Break: March 22-26, 2010
WEEK 10 – March 29-April 2, 2010
 (If the links below are not functional, you will find the necessary documents at http://online-history.org)


	PTS
	TOPICS/LEARNING RESOURCES/ASSIGNMENTS

	0
	3. TOTALITARIANISM AND WORLD WAR II 
Objective: After observing the factors that led to totalitarianism, militarism, and aggression in the world, the student will identify the causes of World War II, describe America’s shift from isolationism to intervention, and summarize how technology affected the outcome of the war and introduced the world to the atomic age.
Textbook: Read the following sections:

Foner, Chapter 22: Fighting for the Four Freedoms: World War II, 1941-1945
· Skim the chapter for the context of World War II
· Read pp. 796-815 more carefully.
Online Resources: Read or view the following course documents:
· PPT: Totalitarianism
· PPT: World War II
· PPT: The US in World War II

	20
	Grasping the Basic Facts: 

1. The Rise of Hitler: What role did the Treaty of Versailles play in Hitler’s rise to power in Germany between World War I and World War II? What other factors contributed to his popularity as the nation’s leader? Why did both industrialists and workers support the Nazi party?
2. Causes of World War II: Why did Germany, Italy, and Japan turn to militarism, expansionism, and aggression between World War I and World War II? What was the immediate cause of World War II (i.e., the event that made France and Great Britain declare war on Germany)?
3. From Isolationism to Intervention: Describe the steps that FDR took to shift America from a position of isolationism to intervention in World War II. How did technology affect the outcome of the war?

	20
	Developing Insights: 
Explore Nazi Germany to learn what it was like to live in a totalitarian state. Then locate some neo-Nazi websites to ascertain the climate of opinion among those sympathetic toward Hitler’s Third Reich. Share your insights with your classmates.

	20
	Making Connections: 
Why did President Truman decide to drop an atomic bomb on Hiroshima? Did he have more than one reason? Was the President justified in dropping a second atomic bomb on Nagasaki a few days later? What effect has the existence of nuclear weapons had on the world ever since? Using contemporary sources, assess the role of nuclear weapons in the lead up to the War in Iraq and in current tensions between the United States and North Korea and Iran. How can these tensions be resolved?

	60
	TOTAL


WEEK 11 – April 5-9, 2010
 (If the links below are not functional, you will find the necessary documents at http://online-history.org)


	PTS
	TOPICS/LEARNING RESOURCES/ASSIGNMENTS

	0
	4. the fifties: THE COLD WAR AND CONSUMERISM
1. Objective:  After exploring the postwar goals and actions of the United States and the Soviet Union, the student will analyze the political, economic, military, and technological concerns that divided the Soviet Union and the United States in the post-World War II era and describe how that division affected foreign policy and domestic politics.
Textbook: Read the following sections:

Foner, Chapter 23: The United States and the Cold War, 1945-1953
· Skim the chapter for the context of the Cold War.

· Read pp. 838-854 and 860-870 more carefully.
Foner, Chapter 24: An Affluent Society, 1953-1960
· Skim the chapter for the context of post-war consumerism.

· Read pp. 873-881 more carefully.
Online Resources: Read or view the following course documents:
· PPT: The Cold War
· No Sense Of Decency: A Documentary

	20
	Grasping the Basic Facts: 
1. Origins of Cold War: Analyze the political, economic, military, and technological concerns that divided the Soviet Union and the United States in the post-World War II era. 
2. Cold War Goals: Was the United States fighting to maintain democracy, capitalism, military strength, and/or control of space? What about the Soviet Union? Which goals were most important to each side? To what lengths were they willing to go to achieve their goals?
3. McCarthyism: Explain Joseph McCarthy’s rise to power in the United States during the 1950s and the popularity of his anti-communist crusade. Did the culture of consumerism influence America’s frenetic defense of capitalism?

	20
	Developing Insights: 
What role did the Marshall Plan and the Truman Doctrine play in the economic recovery of Europe and the containment of Communism? Should economic development, diplomacy, or military action be the principle weapon in the War on Terror?

	20
	Making Connections: 
When McCarthyism gripped the country in the 1950s, it shattered the careers and lives of many Americans. Have there been other periods in American history when fear seems to have taken hold and produced irrational behavior which threatens people's civil liberties ?Using current news reports and commentary, determine the status of civil liberties in the United States today.

	60
	TOTAL


WEEK 12 – April 12-16, 2010
(If the links below are not functional, you will find the necessary documents at http://online-history.org)


	PTS
	TOPICS/LEARNING RESOURCES/ASSIGNMENTS

	0
	5. THE SIXTIES: CIVIL RIGHTS AND VIETNAM
Objective: After examining the developments of the 1960s, the student will evaluate the domestic and foreign policies of the Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon administrations.
Textbook: Read the following sections:
Foner, Chapter 25: The Sixties (read the entire chapter)
Online Resources: Read or view the following course documents:
· The Civil Rights Era
· PPT: The Vietnam War
In addition, read this interpretive essay from the National Security Archives on the Cuban Missile Crisis. Then explore these primary source documents, including Operation Northwoods, that support the conclusion in the essay. You will feel like an investigative reporter as you go through the documents because they’re digital reproductions of the originals. You can see a report created on a standard typewriter, examine a memorandum typed in Russian, inspect a CIA report of a clandestine operation in Cuba, and compare reports of a TOP SECRET meeting between Attorney General Robert Kennedy and Russian Foreign Minister Dobrynin. Have fun with this one!

	20
	Grasping the Basic Facts: 
1. Civil Rights: Assess the beginning of the civil rights movement during the Eisenhower and Kennedy administrations. What techniques did African Americans use to pursue their goals and how successful were they in achieving their rights during this period?
2. Johnson’s Domestic Agenda: Evaluate President Johnson’s efforts to secure civil rights for African Americans, to create a Great Society, and to pursue a War on Poverty? How did the Vietnam War undermine his achievements?

3. Nixon’s Vietnam Policy: What was accomplished during the four years that the Nixon administration carried on the war in Vietnam? Could the peace have been achieved in a better manner at less human cost? 

	20
	Developing Insights: 
If you were writing a book on the Cuban Missile Crisis and your publisher told you there was room for only three primary sources in an appendix on the subject, which three documents from the National Security Archives would you choose? Why?

	20
	Making Connections: 
Describe the cultural and ethnic movements that arose in the 1960s and early 1970s to challenge traditional white, male-dominated society. How did more conservative forces respond? Using contemporary sources, determine how extensive and lasting the changes have been. Are there still pockets of resistance? If so, where do they exist and what are their arguments for preserving the status quo? 

	60
	TOTAL


WEEK 13 – April 19-23, 2010 
(If the links below are not functional, you will find the necessary documents at http://online-history.org)

	PTS
	TOPICS/LEARNING RESOURCES/ASSIGNMENTS

	0
	6. paradigm shifts
Objective: After examining late 20th century social, economic, and political developments, the student will describe the factors that led to popular disillusionment in the 1970s, the rise of conservatism in the 1980s, the collapse of the Soviet Union in the 1980s and 1990s, and the neo-conservative vision for a “New World Order” in the post-Cold War era.
Textbook: Read the following sections:
Foner, Chapter 26: The Triumph of Conservatism, 1969-1988
· Skim the chapter for the context of the rise of conservatism.
· Read pp. 966-995 more carefully.

Foner, Chapter 27: Globalization and Its Discontents, 1989-2000
· Skim the chapter for the context of globalization.

· Read pp. 996-1003and 1009-1015 more carefully.
Foner, Chapter 28: September 11 and the Next American Century
· Skim the chapter for the context of neo-conservatism and terrorism.

· Read pp. 1038-1054 more carefully.

Online Resources: Read or view the following course documents:
· The Watergate Story
· PPT: The Rise and Fall of American Conservatism
· PPT: The Collapse of the Soviet Union  
· Neocon 101
· Globalization 101
· PPT: The CIA Coup in Iran 
· PPT: The Emergence of Militant Fundamentalism

	20
	Grasping the Basic Facts: 
1. Rise of Conservatism: How did the Vietnam War, Roe v. Wade, and the Watergate scandal contribute to popular disillusionment and distrust of government in the 1970s? What were the elements of the New Right movement? How did it come to have such influence in the Republican Party? Why did Ronald Reagan win such a decisive victory in 1980?
2. Collapse of the Soviet Union: What impact did glasnost (openness), perestroika (restructuring), and demokratizatsiia (democratization) have on Communist society? What other factors contributed to the collapse of the Soviet Union? Was the end of the Cold War more a result of American initiatives or internal developments within the Soviet Union and the nations it dominated?
3. Globalization: As part of the neo-conservative “New World Order,” is globalization a force for economic growth, prosperity, and democratic freedom? Or is it a force for environmental devastation, exploitation of the developing world, and suppression of human rights? Is there a relationship between globalization and terrorism? Does globalization lead to economic security or instability?

	20
	Developing Insights: In what respect did the various religious fundamentalists of the 20th century express hostility to global modernity? What factors contributed to Islamic activism and how did it express itself? Many regard the militant religious extremism of groups like al-Qaeda as a phenomenon that in some way shows the basic irrationality and brutality of Islam. Is this a valid assertion or is it possible for other religious groups to demonstrate similar characteristics? Present evidence to support your conclusions.

	20
	Making Connections: Lech Walesa, the Polish trade union leader, won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1983 and played a significant role in the collapse of the Soviet Union. As you read his biographical sketch and Nobel lecture, look for the character traits needed to bring about constructive change. Then using current news reports and commentary see if you can find one or more individuals who are engaged in similar efforts to bring about constructive change. Do they have these same character traits?

	60
	TOTAL


WEEK 14 – April 26-30, 2010
 (If the links below are not functional, you will find the necessary documents at http://online-history.org)
	PTS
	WEEK 14: TOPICS/LEARNING RESOURCES/ASSIGNMENTS

	0
	7. GOVERNMENT, POLITICS, AND FOREIGN POLICY 
Objective: After reviewing major areas of course content, the student will evaluate the role of government in American society, analyze how liberalism and conservatism have contributed to American politics, and measure the effectiveness of various approaches to American foreign policy.
Online Resources: Review the following course documents:
The Role of Government

· Three Views of the Role of Government
· The Executive Branch: The Watergate Story
· The Legislative Branch: The Defense of Marriage Act
· The Judicial Branch: Roe v. Wade
American Politics
· Definitions: Liberalism and Conservatism
· The Evolution of Liberals
· The Rise and Fall of American Conservatism
Foreign Policy
· The US Role in the World

	20
	Role of Government: 
How have American views about the role of government evolved during the 20th and 21st centuries? Which view (i.e., limited government or strong government) has worked best for Americans? Give examples to support your conclusions. How do Watergate, the Defense of Marriage Act, and Roe v. Wade raise questions about the extent to which each branch of government is capable of extending its authority beyond the limits established by the Constitution? How can government be responsive to the needs of the people, stay reasonable in terms of size and cost, and maintain a balance of power between the three branches?

	20
	American Politics:
 From the beginning, American politics has shifted back and forth between liberalism and conservatism. How do you define those terms today and where do we stand with regard to each? Has one political persuasion served America better than the other? Or are both necessary to achieve balance? Give examples to support your conclusions.

	20
	Foreign Policy:
 Review America’s foreign policy during the 20th and 21st centuries and describe how it has evolved. Has economic development, diplomacy, military action, or a combination of these achieved the best results? Give examples to support your conclusions. What role should the United States play in the world today?

	60
	TOTAL


WEEK 15 – May 3-9, 2010

(If the links below are not functional, you will find the necessary documents at http://online-history.org) 
	PTS
	TOPICS/LEARNING RESOURCES/ASSIGNMENTS

	0
	THE ROLE OF THE UNITED STATES IN THE WORLD TODAY
Objective: After exploring the mayor themes and trends of United States history, developing a working knowledge of the processes required to understand the past, and mastering the critical thinking skills and lifelong learning skills needed to meet the challenges of the 21st century, the student will evaluate the United States’ role in the world today.
Online Resources: Read the letter of Osama bin Laden to the people of the United States dated November 24, 2002.

	20
	Grasping the Basic Facts
List the major complaints against the United States contained in Osama bin Laden’s letter. Using your knowledge of World Civilizations, provide evidence to support ONE of the following positions:

1. The charges are fair and accurate.

2. The charges have an element of truth but are not completely accurate.

3. The charges are entirely false.

	20
	Developing Insights:
After exploring “The Culture of Peace in a Nutshell” and “How to Recognize a Culture of Peace,” describe the differences between a Culture of War and a Culture of Peace. What aspects of American culture may be described as part of the Culture of War? What aspects may be described as part of the Culture of Peace? Should the United States take the lead in making a transition from a Culture of War to a Culture of Peace? If so, how could that be accomplished?

	20
	Making Connections:

What insights have you gained during your study of United States history that surprised, enlightened, alarmed, or inspired you? How can you continue to be well-informed about contemporary issues and, along with other well-informed citizens, help to establish the agenda that will guide the United States in its proper role during the 21st century? With the knowledge you have gained using current news reports and commentary to research various topics during the semester, develop an annotated bibliography of at least five reliable sources that you recommend as a means of keeping up with world events.

	100
	FINAL EXAMINATION

	160
	TOTAL


