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	CAVE ART

Chauvet-Pont
d'Arc Cave

Lascaux Cave
DISCUSSION

QUESTIONS


	In December of 1994, a discovery of more than 400 Paleolithic paintings and engravings

was found in a cave at Vallon-Pont-d'Arc in the Ardèche region of France. Dating around

32,000 years before our time, these works offer a glimpse of Paleolithic humans and

prehistoric cave art. Take a tour of the cave and view the world's earliest known paintings

by visiting the Chauvet-Pont-d'Arc Cave.

Lascaux Cave, on the hill overlooking the village of Montignac in southeastern France,

contains some of the most beautiful examples of Paleolithic cave art. There are more than

1500 pictures of animals, dating back some 17,000 years. The cave was evidently a

sanctuary for the performance of sacred rites and ceremonies. Take a tour of the cave by

visiting Lascaux Cave. Be sure to visit the Painted Gallery, the Hall of the Bulls, and some

of the pages which describe how the paintings were done (see “Finding Your Way”).
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Drawing on the resources you have had an opportunity to explore (textbook, course

documents, online resources, library resources), answer one or more of the following

questions relating to the cave paintings at Chauvet-Pont-d'Arc and Lascaux:

Why do you think Paleolithic humans painted these images? 

Do you think the works were done by one person or a group of people? Do you think they were intelligent people? Does their work show emotion? Do the images in the painting show movement?

What would you need in order to paint inside a dark cave? One painting is on a twenty-foot ceiling; how do you think this was done?

What are some of the ways these images could have been made? How do you think the

black paint was made? The color pigment?

What might be the purpose of putting one's handprint on the cave wall?

Would you say this work had meaning and purpose?


Lascaux Cave








