ALEXANDER AND THE "UNITY OF MANKIND®

THE POLICY OF FUSION
W W T

Mexi, Alexander’s policy of the Tusion of races. Tt was a gren and coursgeons idea,
which, as he planned ir, failed. He might indeed fairly have supposed thar his exper-
et in mixed martisges would be suecessful, for he only applied it to Asia and it
only meant marfage bevween differene branches of the white mee. Greek blood
had once been mixed with Anamolian with good resulis in Milemos and many other
cities, a5 with Libyun (Hecber) blood in Cyrene; Herodotos and Thermstocles were
halt-breeds, while the intermarriage of Macedonian and [rantan was 1o produce that
gproat organiser Antiochus [ but speaking broadly, thie beter-class Grecks and
Macedonians now refused 1o cooperate.” And i s doubiful whether, even Tod he Tived,
he could have earried out his idea of a joine commonwealrh; for his system of Iranian
sutrups had broken dewn before be died, OF cightesn appointed, two soon died, one
retirsd, and two are o again heard of; but cen were either removed for incompe-
rence or execnted for murder of subjects or rreason, and were replaced by Macedonians,
The three who alone held office when Alesander died were doubrless good men; never-
theless Atropares cerminly, and Oxyartes possibly,® ended by founding independen
Iranian kingdoms, while from Phraaphernes” sampy of Panhis=ITyrcania came laer
the main lranian reaction, In fer, Alexander had come into contlices with the idea of
nariomality, which was exhibived, nor merely in the national war foughe by Sogdiana,
bt in the way in which, even during his lifenime, independent stares Like Cappadocia
and Armenia voder Trandan rolers arose along the undelined nomhem limits of his
empire, Borof course, owing ro his deach, his policy never had a fair erial, The Seleocid
kings ndeed, hall Sogdinn in blood, were a direct ovtcome of thar policy, and they
did carry our pars of i they vrnsferred Europeans o Asia, employed, though spar-
ingly, Asimics in high position, and prodioced a marvellows mistore of cast and west,
Bur i was nor done on Alexandes’s lines o in his spir the Macedonian meant 1o
be, and was, the dominant race. Whar Alexander did achicve was again done through
the cities, both his own and those which be inspired Selevcus w fovnd, and it was a
preat enough achievement; the cities radiated Greek cultuee throughout Asia till wlii-
mately the bulk of the wpper classes over comsiderable districs became parcially
hellenmsed, and Demertios of Bacrem led Greeks for a second nime beyond the Hindu
Kush, 1o sucoeed for a moment where Alexander had failed and rule norntherm India
for a lew wears from Paalipuie o Kachiowar, Wiae Alesander did succeed in ulri-
mately giving o parts of western Asia was ot political equality with Greece, bua
community of culture,
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The real impress thar he lefr on the woeld was far diflerent; for, whatever else he was,
he was one of the supreme lertilising forces of history. He lifeed the dvilised world
out of one groove and ser in in another; he staned a new epoch; nothing could again
be as it had been. He grealy enlarged the bounds of knowledge and of human
endeavour, and gave o Greek science and Greek civilisation a scope and an oppor-
ity such as they had never yer possessed, Paruculasism was seplaced by the idea
of the “inhabived world', the common possession of civilised men: trade and commerce
were internationalised, and the ‘inhabired world® bound together by a network both
of new routes and cities, and of common interests. Greck culmre, heretofore practi-
cully confinedd 1o Greeks, spread (hroughoot thar world; and for the wse of s
infubitanis, in place ol the many dialects of Greece, 1here grew up the form of Greek
known as rthe Eefed, ‘rommon speech’. The Greece thar ranght Bome was the
Hellenistie world which Alesander mede: the old Greece counted for lictle il modem
scholars re-created Periclean Abens. So far as the modern woeld derives is civilisa-
tion from Gregee, i largely owes it 1o Alexander thar it had the opporunite, If he



could nat fute races, be transcended the netional State; and 1o temscend national Siates
meant o reanscend navional cults; men came o feel atrer the uniry which muost lie
benesth the various religions. Ourwardly, this anity was ultimately satished in the
oflicial worship of the Roman Emperor, which derived from the worship of Alexander
afrer his death; bur beside this exvermal form there grew up in men's hearrs the longing
for o true sparitunl woity, And it was Alexander who created the mediom i whach
the ider, when it came, was 1o spread. Por it was doe o him thar Greek civilisation
penerrared western Asiag and even if mach of the actual work was done by his sicress
sors, he broke the parh; withoot him they would oot have been, Consequently, when
at last Christianity showed the way to that spiritual wnity after which men were
fecling, there was ready 1o hand 2 medicm for the new religion w spread in, (e
commaon Hellenistic civilisation of the inhabived woeld”;, withoue thar, the congquests
mude by Christianicy might have been as slow and ditheulr as they became when the
bownds of thar common civilismion were overpassed,

But if the things he did were grear, one thing he dreama was greater. We may pn
it thar he found che ideal Seare of Ariseorle, and substinored the ideal Srare of Zeno.
It was oot merely that be overthrew the parrow restmants of the lormer, and, in place
of limiting men by their oppocmnity, coeared oppomunicies adequare for men in a
world where none need be a panper and restrictions on popularion were meaningless,
Aristotle’s Stare had soill cared nothiog for humanity owside irs own borders; (he
stranger must still be a serf oran enemy. Alexander changed all thar. ¥When he declaned
that all men were alike soms of one Father, and when at Opis he prayed tha
Macedonians and Persians might be pariners in the commonwealth and that the
peoples of his world might live in harmony and in unity of hearr and mind,” he
proclaimed for the iirst time the wnity and brotherhood of mankind. Pertaps he gave
no thought to the slave world — we do not know; bur he, fisst of all men, was ready
o ernscend matioml differcoces, and w declare, as S0 Pav] was w declare, e chere
was neither Greek nor barbarian, And the impulse of this mighey revelation was
continued by men who did give some thoughe to the slave world; for deno, who
wreared his slave as hemself, and Sencca, who called himsell the fellow-slave of hes
slaves, would (thoupgh Alexander might noeh have understood 51t Paal when he added
‘there is neither bond nor free”, Before Alexander, men’s dreams of the sdeal szace head
still been based on elass-rule and slavery; but alier him comes lambuoloes’ grear Son-
Stare, founded on brotherbood and the dignity of free labour. Above all, Alexander
inspirge] Feno's vision of a world in which all men should be members one of anmher,
citizens of one Stae without distinction of mee o institoions, subject only (o and
in harmony with the Common Law immanent in the Universe, and voited 0 one
social life oot by compulsien but only by their own willing consent, or (as he pur i)
by Love, The splendowr of this hopeless dream may remind us thar noe one bor two
of the grear lines of social-political thoughe which unril mecentdly divided the world
go back 1o Alexander of Macedon. Por if, as many belicve, there was a line of descent
from his claim o diviniey, throogh Roman Emperor and medieval Pope, 1o the groan
despotisms of yesterday, despotisms ‘by the grace of God', there is cenainly a line of
descenr from his prayer ar (s, through rhe Stoics and one portion of the Christian
ideal, to that brotherhood of all men which was proclaimed, though only proclaimed,
i the French Revolution. The torch Alexander lit for long only smouldered; perhaps
it still only smoulders ro-day; bur it never has been, and never can be, quite pur our*
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