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NATIONALISM, IMPERIALISM, AND MILITARISM
Terms: For purposes of discussion we will be using the Merriam-Webster Online definitions for these terms. The extended definitions are preceded by short phrases that capture the essence of the definitions. The comments following the definitions express some relevant nuances.

NATIONALISM: exalting one nation and it's culture above that of all others. Extended Definition: loyalty and devotion to a nation, especially a sense of national consciousness exalting one nation above all others and placing primary emphasis on promotion of its culture and interests as opposed to those of other nations or supranational groups.  Comments: Since the middle of the 20th century, these same loyalties and consciousness are often expressed in terms of ethnic or religious groups as well as nations.

IMPERIALISM: extending a nation's political and economic control over other areas of the globe. Extended Definition: the policy, practice, or advocacy of extending the power and dominion of a nation especially by direct territorial acquisitions or by gaining indirect control over the political or economic life of other areas; broadly, the extension or imposition of power, authority, or influence.  Comments: Since World War II, control is more often indirect, expressed more in terms of political or economic "influence" than territorial acquisitions.

MILITARISM: the build up of military forces and weapons. Extended Definition: exaltation of military virtues and ideals; a policy of aggressive military preparedness. Comments: The ability to create nuclear weapons has made the build-up of arms since World War II a particularly dangerous enterprise and the cause for considerable conflict between nations that do not see eye-to-eye on these matters.

The concepts of Nationalism, Imperialism, and Militarism are very closely related. In our discussion, we'll be examining that connection and the cultural confrontation between traditional non-Western societies and Western industrial powers
